PURPOSES OF THE APPLIED
RESEARCH PROJECT

THE APPLIED RESEARCH PROJECT HAS THE
FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

1LTo &evelop fiirther the student’s professional skills for ministry,

2.To contribute to the mission of thie church through reflective
praxis and actualized ministry in the student’s current context.

3. To improve the student’s self-directed learning skills and
understanding of how minisiry is accomplished,

4, To make available to other professional Christian leaders
knowledge and undexstanding in 4 certain area of ministry,

5.'To develop further the student's ability to do field research
on the level of a professional doctorate.

6. To contribute knowledge about minisiry to the larger
ministerial community.

CRITERIA FOR AN ACCEPTABLE APPLIED
RESEARCH PROJECT.

The criteria for an acceptabie apphed research projectare
as follows:;

L. K mitst clearly relate 1o the student s'current ministry
{a front- bumer i issue or need) or ministry interests.

2. It mustreflect the candidate’s depth of biblical and theological s
insight in relation to ministry. This means that the student musgt
evaluate all levels of the research project within the context - -

. ofhis or her biblical and theological values and truth. Thigis.

. particularly critical in chapter two of the dissertation and i in.
chapters four and five.

3 must empon acceptable résearch method(s) with whlch
.1 the guided student has sufﬁctent competence in order to
i attain adequatevahd1ty

o 4, Trrmust be focused sufﬂmently to a]lowa concetitration of _
effort and avoid altermpts to cover so much ground thatthe ..
s results are superﬁclal i

51t must gwe ewdence of careﬂﬂ planmng and execuucn

- 7 6, Hmust mccrporate an honest evaluation of the process and.
* . results of the project based on well defiued cnterla and valid
evaluatlve proeedu:es

: "3_7 If miust be subn:utted in'the furm of a d:ssertatlon, written
Lo clear, correct Enghsh (of Spanish, if the student i§ in the

. Spamsh ianguage D, Min; program) with cirrect fermat as -
" defined | by this handbook, avmdmg polemlcal or exaggerated --'
clalms :

U8R must be written w1th carefu] attentmnte the cortect us uf
: source matenal documentattun, and research standards e
9, When cnmpleted it shouId 1nform the student’s understandmg

of Clmstlan mlmstry and how to mlruster inamore effective way

* Library and the Research in Ministry (R.LM.) index, also available in

FOUR COMMON MODELS

Students whe have completed D.Min. studies successfully at Dallas
Seminary often have employed one of the following four models
for an applied research project. These are not the only models for
applied research, Other options should be discussed with the
director of D,Min, Studies. _ e
1. Descriptive surveys of a ministry situation,
The survey is designed to report current ministry conditions.
Students are expected to go beyond mere description and
critically analyze the survey's findings, suggestmg ways to
improve the ministry situation,

2. Program development and eva}uatmn. : _
The student will devefop a ministry progfam or activity and
evaluate its effectiveness. The ideal program is one that the
student’s ministry seeks to implement so that the program
is not designed solely for the sake of completmg the
resedrch project...

3. Program evaluatmn and respnnse

An existing program will be evaluated and miodified based on.
research findings; : i

Dr. Michael Lawson, chalrman of the Department of Christian
Education, has developed a self evaluation inventory for the
assessmerit of a local church; Students interested in using

the inveritory as an applied reésearch pro;ect should contact

Dr. Lawsonat mlawson@dts edu; :

4. Casé studies of otigoing mimsu'y situations. SR
The student seleicts churches, organizations, leadirs, etc as
casésto study, seekmg 16 answer descnptlve research gquestions,”. .

“Thé student i expected to'go beyond mere description and -
critically analyze the case study's findings, suggesting ways -
to improve the mm]stry sifuation.

'Ihe D.Min. Office hlghly recommiends that stadents peruse Dallas
Seminary D.Min. dissertations (projects) that are available in Turpin

Turpin Library (on CD-ROM), to become familiar with projects that
have been completed successfully at Dallas Seminary and § in other
D.Min, programs -

NOTE: The most helpful dissertations from the DTSD Mm
- program are those completed after 2000. Please be aware that
the class of 2002 and following are required to use Turabian
style rather than APA style, as has been required in the past,
Recent DTS D.Min. dissertations (2000-present) would be,
useful for style purposes and for research tecbmques and -
reporting standards, : : .

 DALLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY



'The following are helpful examples of the models described above.

1. DESCRIPTIVE SURVEYS OF A MINISTRY
SITUATION:

RESOURCE BOOK:

Fowler, B ]. Survey Reésearch Methods. 3rd ed. Thousand Oaks,
CA: Sage, 2002. Read the book by Fowler unless you plan to use
the case study method for your research. H you intend to do
case studies for your research project, read R. K. Yin rather
than Fowler.

" DISSERTATIONS:

Van Goethem, Jeff, “Pastoral Options in Ministering to
Cohabiting Couples” {D.Min. diss., Dallas Theological
Seminary, 1998).

2. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND
EVALUATION: . e
McQuitty, E. Aridrew, “Developing, Implementing, & Evaluating
a Program to Prepare a Church Congregation for Facility
Relocation” (D.Min. diss;, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1997).

3. PROGRAM EVALUATION AND RESPONSE:
Allen, Brent George. “Evaluated Evang'éli's'm' Strategy for the
People of the Old North Baptist Church, Canfield, Ohm” '
{D.Min. diss., Dallas 'Iheologmal Seminary, 1996)

4. CASE STUDIES OF ONGOING MINISTRY
SITUATIONS:

RESOURCE BOOK : :
Yin, R. K. Case SiudyResearch Desrgn cmd Methods 3rd ed.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2603, e

' BISSERTATIONS :
Kuinow, James M. “Evaluation of the Year- fong Pastoral
Tnternship Ministry at the Blie Church” (D Min. diss,, Dallas
Theological Semninary, 1996). o

Ristucela, Matthew P. “Mrmsters Chﬂdren A Correlahona] and
Theological Study” (D.Min. dlss Da]Ias 'Iheolugmal Semmary,
1991) :

' _3' Tan, FlorenceP "Developmg DlSClple makers among
: Singaporean Women: A Case Study” {D Min, diss., Dallas
o "Iheologlcal Semmary, 1992} ' :

o f.  Wells, ]effrey H “Case Studles of ?astoral Leaderslnp in the

S approval may result in the pustponement of graduatwn

"By Iune 1, thé student must submitto tkeD Min. O_ﬂ‘ice a pmpasal -
- that defines the project and outlines the dissertation. Thic proposal. .

“The proposal should e sent by email to the D.Mii. Office, which will i

: . ofthedissertation. The ﬁrsttwo chapters are due September 1

3 : precedmggraduannn :

Charch” (D.Min. diss., ,Dallas Theological Seminary, 1992). - DU
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HOW TO GET STARTED
PROCEDURE AND DEADLINES

Students normally begin their applied research project before they -
finish their course work. Students should give thought to possible A
topics for the project carly in their D.Min. program. Stidents will
receive instruction concerning how to conduct the project and
to prepare the dissertation in DM102 Applied Research Project i
Development, one of the required D.Min. courses. Students should . l
enroll in DM102 in the summer term that is one and a half years prior
to their anticipated May graduation, For example, & student wishing
to graduate in May of 2011 should entoll in DM102 in the surimer y
of 2009 or before. Students in sume cohorts w1l1 Teceive research

instruction as part of the cohort, :

THE PROJECTTOPIC =

To have the project topic approved, the student should submit a
D.Min. applied research project topic approval form. Email the
completed form to the D.Min. Office, to arrive no later than
March 15 of the year preceding graduation. The form will be
sent to the appropriate department chairman for evaluation.
Afier appraval by the department chairman, the form will be
sent to the Doctor of Ministry Studies Committee for approval.
If approved, the D.Mrr"Stu'diES' director, in consultation with the
Doctor of Ministry Studies Cornmittee, will appoint an adviser
{firstreader)and a secund reader tothe pro}ect. :

The applied research prq]ect toptc appmval form must be
submitted by March 15 of the year precedmggmduaﬂan. Fox

example, the stirdent who wishes to graduate in May 2011 should _
submit the form no fater than March 15, 2010, Failiire to secure L

should follow the chaptér divisions of the dissertation and summatize™. ..
the key elemients. Thesé elemerits are: definition of the problem or
issue, research questions or Hypotheses, data souices and methods R
for collection, analytical procedures, probable conclu_srons and. -
recommendations for further study, and a preliminary bibliography.

forward it to the student’s adviser and second reader for approval.:. -
Typically, the proposal should not exceed thirty double-spaced: '
pages. The student must obtain approval of the project proposal
before proceedmg to write the first two chapters of the first draft:

of the year preceding graduatmn The remainder, the- first full
draft of the full dissertation; is due Novemhe 15°




HOW TO FINISH:
THE DISSERTATION DEFENSE
AND EXIT INTERVIEW

When the adviser and second reader are satisfied with the submitted
dissertation rough draft, they will request that an exit interview be
scheduled with the student. Normally both readers and the director
of D.Min. Studies will interview the student. The purpose of the
interview is to give the sfudent an opporfunity to articulate orally

a defense of the project and dissertation and to gain feedback from
the student on the value of D.Min. studies, The defense will incdlude:
(1) a summary of the project, including a statement of the prrpose
of the project; (2) a summary of the research design; (3} a summary
of the results; and (4) a discussion of implications from the project -
for further study. The interview will not be limited to the project.

and dissertation.

'The student will be asked to evaluate the value of the D.Min. program
for his or her personal development and minisiry. Prior to the exit -

interview, the D.Min. Office will send an exit interview survey and
a ministry exit survey to the graduating student. The student is

to complete the exit interview survey and return it to the D.Min:
Office at least one week prior to the exit interview, The student’s
ministry supervisor {elder, senior pastor, director, etc.) should

APPLIED RESEARCH PROJECTTIMELINE

complete the ministry exit survey and return it to the D.Min, Office at
least one week prior to the exit interview. The student will be asked to
outline a persenal program for lifelong learning,

The final draft of the applied research project, which has incorporated
any changes required by the adviser or second reader, must be
submitted to the D.Min. Office electronically via email on or before
March 1 for a May graduation. If further corrections to the final
draft are required, it will be returned to the student, Two (2) hard
copies of the final dissertation with all corrections to the final draft
will then need to be submitted to the D.Min. Office by March 30
for a May graduation. One copy will be bound for the library and
one copy will be sent to TREN for microfitming, If you mail your final
applied research project, please allow adequate time for delivery.
DO NOT SEND ANY ELECTRONIC COPIES OF YOUR APPLIED: .
RESEARCH PROJECT TO YOUR ADVISER FIRST. Every electronic
and hard copy submission (final draft only) must first come
throngh the D.Min. Ofﬁce so that it can be properly recorded and
then routed

The hbrary copy must he pnnted on alaser printer with 20-pound,
acid-free stock paper of it least 25 percent cotion. The TREN copy
can be a photocopy of the original, but the student still must use the
20-pound, 25 percent cotton paper: The Seminary récommends
Perrialife White Bond paper; available from the DTS Book Center.

May2012
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR
FINAL COPY

Two originals, each in its own 8.5x11x2 box, are to be submitted to
the D.Min. Office, Detailed instructions on the submission of the
final copies will be sentto each candidate when the ﬁrst draftis
returned to the student.

PROOFREADING DIRECTIVE
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Your work needs to be proofread by a person who speaks English
as a first language. I you do not have someone to do this, that
service can be provided for a fee. Contact the D.Min. Office at
dmin@dts.edu te arrange for a proofieader. Professors, advisers,
and second readers cannot be procireaders. If your work comes

to us with typographical and grammatical errors, it will be returned
to you for careful proofreading. Therefore, all your work must be
proofread before you submit it. Your written work needs to be
submitted as free of errors as possible. Always plan proofreading
time into the complenon ofyour papers and dissertatwn

FOR STUDENTS WHO SPEAK ENGLISH AS
THEIR FIRST LANGUAGE -

Professors, advisers, and second readers cannot be proofreaders..
Therefore, all your work must be proofread before you submitit. If .

you need help, that service can be provided for a fee. Contact the

D.Min. Office at dmin@dts.edu to arrange for a proofreader; ...~ .
H your work comes to us with typographical and grammniatical .
errors, it will be returned te you for careful proofreading. Your o
written work needs to be submitted as free of errors as possible,

Always plan proofreading time into the completmn ef yuur papers

and dissertation, N

CARRYING OUT THE APPI.IED
RESEARCH PROJECT

The Research Problem: What Issue Will Be Aédressed by the o
Research? The D.Min. applied research project begins with a clearly
defined research problem, By “problem” we do not necéssarily - .
mean something wrong that needs to be fixed; A reseatch problem
provides the rationale for the applied fesearch pm]ect Some.

_ research hterature refers to the research problem asd’ problem '

» a:mmstry that needs to be deveioped (why it needs to be :
deveieped is actually the pmblem) S -

"« adescriptive and ¢valuative study ofwhat and whyvanous
: mlmstnes have succeeded orfailed in selected contexts

S e aparhcularmmsu’y Sl(lll phllosophy, or issue that needs
improvement, development orresolution Tl
. areasonforadescrlpuveandevaluanvesmdyofanemstmg_ Lo
minigtry e . u
~ NOTE: Sample research problem statements appear on the
fo]lowmgpages IR . .
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THE RESEARCH QUESTION

Most research questions in D.Min. studies come as a “grand tour”
(Creswell, 1994, p. 70). That is, the research question states in
abstract form what will direct the study or what the researcher
wishes to know, learn, explain, or clarify as a result of the project.

Reference

Creswell, . W. Research Design: Qualitative and Quantitative
Approaches. Thousand Qaks, CA: Sage, 1994

Typically, the research question will use wording that points to the
research method that will be employed or at least to its quanhmnve
or gualitative nature,

E.g, qualitative: What influence do mterrac1al leadershlp, relevant
expository preaching, and blended music have on the racial
integration of Caucasians into Dothan Community Church?.

E.g., quantitative: Will teaching selected doctrines of systematic
theology to CBS students improve their ability to undetstand and
evaluate the false doctrine of the WOF Movement?

THE HYPOTHESIS
A research hypothesis is simply an educated guess as to what results
the researcher expects.

In quantitative research, the hypothesis will indicate the expected
degree of relationship among variable factors or the expected
degree of differehce betweets groups on a particular factor.

In qualitative research, the hypothesm_ sn'nply helps the researcher to
be precise in describing and evaluating anticipated results from in-
terviews, case studies, focus groups, or other gualitative methods.




EXAMPI.ES THE LOGIC OF D.MIN. RESEARCH

EXAMPLE 1
RESEARCH QUESTION

Does Zaporazhye Bible College
provide an aceeptable educational
model for Bible college education
in modern-day Ukraine?

METHOD/PROJECT

Case study on Zaporozhye Bible
College that includes needs of the
Ukrainian church, educational
options, evaluation of ZBC
curriculum, and ZBC graduates,

PROBLEM STATEMENT

This research project evaluates
the Zaporozhye Bible College
(ZBC) as & mode! for providing
Bible college education in
modern-day Ulaaine =

HYPOTHESIS

Given the religicus and political
history, language, and churches of
modern-day Ukraine, ZBC does
provide an acceptable educational
model for Bible college education

;:: their Chnsttau educatlon
: cumculum n

used by Texas Southern Baphst -
“churches to'evalite and chouse

churches evaluate an_d choose
their curnculum fe Chnshan
educatmn?

Baptist churches designate a st'aﬁ' N
member or layleadér to conduet -
an anmnual evahiation of ava:lable :

curricula, .-

in modern-day Ulzaine. etc.
- EXAMPLE 2 L -
PROBLEM STATEMENT RESEARCH QUESTION HYPOTHESIS METHOD/PROJECT
The problem examined in this What influence does growing up HI: the minister’s child who . Two surveys that compare:
study is whether a father-child in the home of an evangelical | reports a positive relationship (1) factors of the paternal
relationship in an evangelical minister have on one’s churchin- | {o his or her minister-father asa - 1‘;13]; © d elpg em;:. d
minister’s family influences the volvement as an adult? child will also report high chuirch i, chidhoodrelationshipan
child’s church involvement as involvement as an adult; i | (2) factors of adult church
an adth. s H2: 'lhf_: minister’s child wh_é : » lvolvement;
reports a degative relationship to- - ]
his or her minister-father asa child - { " © =
will also report little orno chisch {7
involvement as an adu]t
i T OXAWPLES R
PROBLEM STATEMENT. - RESEARCHQUESTION . | HYPOTHESIS = METHOD/PROJECT-
This project examines to what Has a significant percentage of Less than 25 percent of DTS Descriptive survey that seeks
extent DTS alumni shift from Dallas Serninary alumni who serve | alumni who serve ds preaching information about current and
expository preachitig to current- as preaching pastors changed their | pastors have changed their. . | formerpreaching philosophy
topic preaching during their . philosophy of preaching from: - philosophy of preaching from': - among DTS alumni and whether
preachmg careers. . t.w | expositorypreaching to current- expository preaching to current— there has been a change in
o | topic preacbmg’? : SR & topl(: preachmg ' _ philosophy.
- EXAMPLE4 | |
.. PROBLEM STATEMENT .. | - RESEARCH QUESTION ' HYPOTHESIS METHOB/PROJECT
“This pmjéét’stﬁdiés’ the extent to Wﬂl teachmg Murray Bowen's | Post test scores on 2 counseling Program development and
which the teaching of Mirray. - family system theory and therapy questionnaire to measure partici- evaluation: Develop 12 sessions
 Bowen's family systems theory: ' | to Taiwan Christian & Missionary | pants’ understanding of Murray | for teaching Bowen's family system
' increases the effectivenessof - = | Alliance women counselors enabie Bowen's family system theoryand | theory and therapy. Use pre- ands,
: Chnstian & MlssmnaryAHiance .| them to become more effective .. | therapy will be significantly higher | post-test participants, "
women 'counselors it Talwan ) family c_ounse]_crs'? ] 'than pre -test scores. : R TR
' ' S EXAMPLES BTRE
PROBI.EM STATEMENT S : RESEARCH QUESTION HYPOTHESIS ~ “- . { : METHOD/PROJECT.
: Thls pm]ect evaluates the methods Howdo Texds Southern Baptist The majority of Texas Southemn Evahxatwe survey of 100 Texas

Baptlst chuiches to ledin of thelr
practices in evaiuatmg and.-

_ selectmgCEcumculum g __: :
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EXAMPLES: THE LOGIC OF D.MIN. RESEARCH

EXAMPLE 6

PROBLEM STATEMENT

RESEARCH QUESTION

HYPOTHESIS

METHOD/PROJECT

The problem of this projectis to
evaluate the use of temporary

To what degree did the use of
temporary facilities help the

Overall ministry objectives
continued to be met, but

Four case studies of churches
that have used temporary facilities

church'’s ministries?

for their children..

H2: The current assimilation
program helps people identify
appropriate adult educational
classes.

H3: The current assimilation. - -~
program helps people tojoina .

smatl group.

Hi: The current assimilation | "

program helps people _tb under-
stand the church’s core beliefs -

| andvalues. .0 %0

facilities by churches inalocation | church to meet its ministry attendance declined. to move from one permanent
transition for meeting ministry objectives? location to another.
objectives. Lo
EXAMPLE 7 ERRRE

PROBLEM STATEMENT RESEARCH QUESTION : HYPOTHESIS METHOD/PROJECT
'This project is intended to evaluate | Towhat degree does the current H1: The current assimilation Evaluate the existing program
the assimilation program of assimilation program of TBC assist | program helps people to identify by interviewing new church
Temple Baptist Church (TBC}. people to become involved in the appropriate educational classes membeés, ..
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